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A. B. began by suggesting that I knew of things from you. I took up the parable and discussed the position as if it were possible by influencing him to make things right. We went on for a long time thus, then she said " Shall 1 leave him ? " and added that she had almost determined to do so, had written, him to this eiTect ten days ago, and further had told him this morning that I had come with a view to action being taken. This took me aback. . .
Under  the  circumstances  there  are three possible courses.
1.  That she, by threatening to leave him, should control his life.
2.  That she should leave him.    «*>. That she should let him do as he likes, living still by his side.
'{"he last course seems to me to be one unfaithful to right, and so I have gone st ron<Lfly against it,. 1 felt for you before I advised and think I spoke in your strength. The second course, I think, would result in his wreck, moral and intellectual. A. BAs sister had been to me and strongly urges that separation, is necessary. She has a low opinion of him, says he is a clever child, with no principle.
I am inclined to think thai A. B. takes little things to be great, and has no sense of proportion. Of course I don't know and without, you 1 have poor eyes. What should I do without you ? I could neither see nor speak. All the, evening I have felt powerless as one does in a dream when one finds oneself in. the street without one's clothes,
If A. B. could bear the burden and could make, herself his master, then I could be happy in forcing him into obedience. "Take, the helm " is the advice, but- how to do it will need guidance and help which only <!od can give. Patience, firmness, joy, and seriousness will all be necessary. I half fear, though, that love is irone. Oh dear, oh clear! The impasse is one at which one's heart and head dash in vain. I must/ wait and hope.
The fraudulent were perhaps the hardest- to deal with, for the repentance* of the dishonest is so genuine while it lasts, and yet evanescent if sa.ved From its legitimate punishment. How vividly Ihry stand before my memory, though Home haw ^nne to their last a.ccount : Miss W.the rent-collector, who persuaded the* thrifty* tradeswoman to entrust her with her savings £h20(i because 4t it, seemed all right as she was from the (Jlntreit " ; Mr. X. who, as my husband's co-trusts, stole his faith and his client's money ; Mr. Y. the rate-collector, who bad been ,so honoured in our midst, and whose defalcations were to him of so little, consequence that he could not- remember them ; Mr. %., who while still young had shown such calculating devilry that, in spite of bis broken-hearted, self-respecting parents, Mr. Bamett set